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Synopsis

This gorgeous National Geographic travel book, filled with copious, useful information and travel
tips, guides you to the exquisite sights of Beijing and Shanghai, China’s two most intriguing cities.
Among its most popular features are cut-away illustrations of renowned buildings, detailed maps,
and sumptuous photographs.Broken into chapters, the guide first takes you to Beijing and such
famous attractions as the Forbidden City, Tiananmen Square, and Summer Palace, as well as
lesser known sights such as the Muslim Quarter, Baoguo Temple, Military Museum, and Fragrant
Hills Park. In Shanghai, among the many interesting places you'll see are the French Concession,
the Bund, and the fabulous Shanghai Museum. All sights are prefaced by an elaborate introduction
to the history and culture of both cities. Extensive sidebars discuss architecture, temples, the
Taiping Rebellion, and more. Guided walking tours include the fascinating hutongs and a stroll from
Lotus Mountain to Huangua Cheng along the Great Wall. And a hefty Travelwise section, including
hand-picked hotels and restaurants in each city, rounds out all the vital information you’ll need to
make your trip a success.Completely updated and revised, this new edition includes new
experiential sidebars, insider tips from National Geographic experts and others, as well as a useful

"charting your trip" section that helps you plot your upcoming trip.
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Customer Reviews

PAUL MOONEY, an American freelance journalist and author of more than a dozen travel books on

Taiwan and China, has reported on China, Taiwan, and Hong Kong in leading publications around



the world, including Newsweek, Far Eastern Economic Review, International Herald Tribune, South
China Morning Post, and the San Francisco Chronicle. ANDREW FORBES is the author of more
than a dozen books on East and Southeast Asia, and has contributed to numerous international
publications including The Guardian and the The Asian Wall Street Journal The author lives in

Beijing, China; Chiang Mai, Thailand.

| travel quite a bit so | am quite familiar with all the tour guides out there. | reviewed several guides
at the local library before purchasing this guide and the DK guide for the same cities. Both books
were great and very informative in providing the basic practical information and then getting into the
more detailed information on all the sites. | loved all the walking tours provided in this book and it's
great for all the "do it yourselfers" out there. The only thing | would like to see improved in this book
is more detailed maps of city streets but if you supplement this guide with a GPS smart phone or a
detailed map, it is great. Just a note that anything Google or Facebook does not work in China so
Google maps may not work here unless they have been pre-downloaded but a few in our group got

the maps to download and work.

This book provided everything (and more) that | needed before, during, and after my trip in Beijing
and Shanghai. | loved the pictures, quick info, and extra tips. What | loved most is that this book
provided a quick summary of each special area in Beijing and Shanghai. | was able to use that
summary before learning more while visiting the specific area. For example, | read about the
Forbidden City in this book, then learned much more about it while visiting the Forbidden City. When
scrapbooking, | was able to use this book as a guide to look back on the highlights of each place |

visited.

| would like it to be more up to date, more helpful for tourist to enjoy the trip and plan the trip, and

with a decent understanding of things around and what to expect.
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